Canberra Region Languages Forum Update

January 2011
1. PUBLIC Consultation MEETINGS on ACt languages policy

· Thursday 17 February 2011 6.30pm-8.30pm 
· Sunday 20 February 2011 2pm-4pm 

Refreshments provided. See below for venue details. 
Two opportunities for everyone interested language-related issues to come together to share their views about the discussion paper Languages for all Canberrans (see www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia), which will form the basis of a whole-of-government language policy for the ACT.

The proposed policy is far reaching in its scope. It covers all languages, including English, sign languages, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages, and addresses issues of language rights, access to public services and information, language teaching and learning, language maintenance, and social justice.
The views and recommendations of attendees at the meetings can be passed on to the ACT government, which has called for comments on the paper by 28 February 2011. 
Organisations, individuals and community groups are also encouraged to send comments directly to the ACT government c/o Office of Multicultural, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (see ACT Languages Discussion paper at www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia for postal and email addresses). 

VENUE details: 

Thursday 17 February 6.30pm-8.30pm: Room  1.04, Ground Floor, Coombs Building Extension, Fellows Road, ANU (Building 8 at http://campusmap.anu.edu.au/largemap.asp) 
Sunday 20 February 2011 2pm-4pm: Function Room, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, North Building, 180 London Circuit (Civic Square, near Civic Library and Canberra Theatre Centre).  

The consultations are being organised by the Canberra Multicultural Community Forum (CMCF). 

Please RSVP for catering purposes by Monday 14 February to mandy.scott@anu.edu.au
2. Languages stall at the National Multicultural FestivaL

Saturday 12 February Sunday 13 February 2011

Do you have any languages-related information that you would like to display during the festival? This is a great opportunity to reach a wide audience. In previous years there have been many enquiries about courses, programs and services in a variety of languages, including English, for both children and adults.

The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance, which is coordinating the stall, is happy to display pamphlets and other relevant information, but would appreciate your help to staff the stall. This is also an excellent way to share information about your own particular language interest. 

Please contact Marina on canberrabilingual@gmail.com if you have material to display and/or can volunteer an hour or two of your time to help on the stall. 

3. Seminar for families raising children bilingually

Dr Susanne Döpke, a Melbourne-based speech pathologist and consultant on bilingualism, will be visiting Canberra on Sunday 20 February. She has agreed to present a seminar on Raising Children in More than One Language in the morning. Venue and cost to be confirmed.

Susanne has a PhD in linguistics, a professional MA in Speech Pathology, has published books and numerous articles on bilingual development and bilingual education in the family, and is the mother of two bilingual children. See www.bilingualoptions.com.au for more details. 

For more information and to register your interest in attending the seminar, please contact canberrabilingual@gmail.com
 4. Celebrating multilingual canberra in 2013 
Many ideas and enthusiastic expressions of support have been received about the suggestion to design and construct a monument or interactive installation to celebrate the languages of the ACT during Canberra’s 100 years celebrations in 2013 (see http://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/). 
CMCF is currently arranging to meet with the ACT Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Ms Joy Burch, to explore how to best progress this idea.  More details in future Updates.   
FEEDBACK ON THESE FORUM UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME.

NOTE: Copies of previous Languages Updates can be found at http://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/
