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1. ACT COMMUNITY LANGUAGE SCHOOLS OPEN DAY

Saturday 22 October, Dickson College, 10am to 3pm 

A great chance to find out more about these schools, at which more than 1700 students study over 30 languages each week in the ACT. Organized by the ACT Community Language Schools Association, there will be information stalls, snacks and performances of song, dance and verse. 

For more information contact (02) 6230-5191 (9.30am-2.30pm during school terms), email admin@actclsa.org.au or actesa@iinet.com.au or visit http://www.actclsa.org.au/
2. GERMAN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE FOR 2-4 YEAR OLDS

9.30am-12 noon Tuesday 4 October to Friday 7 October 2011

A chance for children to experience the German language through fun, play and games during the October school holidays at the German Australian Playschool in Turner, ACT.  Cost:  $95 for the week, per child.
No previous German necessary.
For more details, email spielwelt@homemail.com.au or ring Lisa on 6251 7743.
For more information about the Spielwelt German Parents Association and the German Playschool, Playgroups and Scout Group it runs in Canberra, see www.spielwelt.org.au
3. LANGUAGES POT LUCK 
Sunday 30 October 11am to 2pm 

A free Children’s Week Activity for multilingual families organised by the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance (ACTBEA)
Bring along your favourite food to share with others at an exciting indoor picnic. Sample the dishes of families from other cultural backgrounds. 

Free fun, games and activities in various languages.
Venue: Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic Square (near the Canberra Theatre Centre)
For more details email canberrabilingual@gmail.com or phone Mandy on 0408 089 235
For more information about ACTBEA see http://actbilingual.weebly.com
4. MEET A LANGUAGE GRAN 
The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance (ACTBEA) is planning a fun social event which brings together seniors who speak languages other than English in the ACT area with families who are raising children bilingually or would like them to know more about their heritage and/or other languages and cultures. 

Young children growing up in multilingual families often do not have grandparents living locally and so they and their parents cannot benefit from the knowledge and skills of this older age group. 

If you are a senior or connected to a senior group, club or organization that would like to be involved, please contact ACTBEA. You might like to share a particular skill (perhaps related to art, craft, music or cooking) or just chat to families over a relaxing afternoon tea. 
The Alliance can be contacted at canberrabilingual@gmail.com or 0408 089 235 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grants program for making this event possible.   

5. LANGFEST CANBERRA, 27 November to 9 December 2011
University of Canberra and ANU

A spectacular series of conferences, workshops and public events about language, languages and their relationship with the world.  Events include:

· Conference of the Applied Linguistics Associations of Australia (ALAA) and New Zealand (ALANZ).

· Conference of the Australian Linguistics Society (ALS) 
· Joint ALAA/ALANZ/ALS Gamilaraay Language Learning and Teaching Workshop – an opportunity for a hands-on experience in learning a NSW Aboriginal language that is being rebuilt and exploring possibilities for teaching it. 
· Over a day of papers and special events on Language and the Law 

· Canberra Languages Education Mini-Conference - A chance for local English, ESL and Languages teachers and other language education professionals to hear some of the key presenters at the ALAA-ALANZ 2011 conference speak about languages education issues.

· Conference of the Australian Society for French Studies (ASFS). Theme: Applied Linguistics and its links to French Studies
· Workshops and Master classes for Postgraduate Students

· Annual workshop of the Australasian Language Technology Association
· The AustraLex conference: Theme: Dictionaries inside and outside the classroom. 
Visit the website at http://law.anu.edu.au/coast/events/langfest/conference.htm for more details, including keynote and plenary speakers, and a list of presentations and abstracts for the Applied Linguistics and Linguistics Conferences. 

Note Early Bird registration for some events ends 30 SEPTEMBER!

6. INTERPRETING AND TRANSLATING
University House, ANU, Friday 11 and Saturday 12 November 
· AUSIT D-Day and Excellence Awards, 11 November 

· Jill Blewett Memorial Lecture given by Senator Kate Lundy, 12 November.  . 
Organised by the Australian Institute of Interpreters and Translators Inc (AUSIT), the peak industry body for translators and interpreters in Australia. For more information see http://www.ausitawards.org/html/program.html
7. THE FUTURE OF COMMUNITY INTERPRETING SERVICES IN THE ACT REGION

Thursday 10 November, 9.30am-3.30pm, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic.
 A forum to look at the demand for community interpreters in the ACT and Region and ways in which this demand can be met, e.g. with local training programs.   There will be a range of local and interstate speakers.

Anyone interested in attending, helping organise the forum or possibly being a speaker should contact Ailsa Turrell on 02-6296-4321 or email ailsat@netspeed.com.au.

8. LANGUAGE PERFECT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Congratulations to all Canberra students who had fun learning vocabulary in a range of languages during the seven days of these on-line championships this year (9-16 September).  The ACT Modern Language Teachers’ Association was one of the Official Partners, and several ACT schools took part. We did not win, but Canberra students helped Australia take out the Top Country award. Australian students in 427 schools answered more than 19 million questions between them!  

For more information about these championships, which aim to motivate school students and raise the profile of foreign languages in schools and the wider community see www.languageperfect.com/worldchamps/

9. DUTCH LANGUAGE IN AUSTRALIA on Facebook and LinkedIn
Join the ‘Dutch Language in Australia’ groups on Facebook and LinkedIn, for both learners and teachers of the Dutch language. Exchange ideas and experiences, find fellow students and Dutch teachers in your city and in Australia.
www.facebook.com/dutchlanguageinaustralia
www.linkedin.com/groups/Dutch-Language-in-Australia-Dutch-4046300
FEEDBACK ON THESE FORUM UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME.

NOTE: Copies of previous Languages Updates can be found at http://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/
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