ACT Bilingual Alliance Update September 2011

A. UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

1. GERMAN EXPERIENCE FOR 2-4 YEAR OLDS
9.30am-12 noon Tuesday 4 October to Friday 7 October 2011

A chance for your child to experience a week of German-language fun, play and games during the October school holidays at the German Australian Playschool in Turner, ACT.  Cost:  $95 for the week, per child.
No previous German necessary.
There will be a minimum of 1:4 adult to child ratio. Parents are welcome to stay. Parents of children three years and older may also choose to leave their child for some (or all) of the time, and enjoy some personal time! 
For more details and enrolment, contact Lisa at spielwelt@homemail.com.au or 6251 7743.
For more information about the Spielwelt German Parents Association and the German Playschool, Playgroups and Scout Group it runs in Canberra, see www.spielwelt.org.au
2. ACT COMMUNITY LANGUAGE SCHOOLS OPEN DAY

Saturday 22 October, Dickson College, 10am to 3pm 

A great chance to find out more about these schools, at which more than 1700 students study over 30 languages each week in the ACT. Organized by the ACT Community Language Schools Association, there will be information stalls, snacks and performances of song, dance and verse. 

For more information contact (02) 6230-5191 (9.30am-2.30pm during school terms), email admin@actclsa.org.au or actesa@iinet.com.au, or visit http://www.actclsa.org.au/
3. LANGUAGES POT LUCK
Sunday 30 October 11am to 2pm 

A free Children’s Week Activity for multilingual families organised by the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance 
Bring along your favourite food to share with others at an exciting indoor picnic. Sample the dishes of families from other cultural backgrounds.  
Free fun, games and activities in various languages.

Where?  Function Room, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic Square (near the Canberra Theatre Centre)
For more details and to book, email canberrabilingual@gmail.com or phone Mandy on 0408 089 235

4. MANDARIN/ENGLISH BILINGUAL CHILDCARE IN CANBERRA 
Saturday 22 October, 2.30-4pm  

All are welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Association for the Learning of Mandarin in Australia (ALMA) at the Chinese-Australian Early Childhood Centre, 50 Ainsworth St. Mawson

Find out more about what the association does, and take the opportunity to visit ALMA’s bilingual childcare centre 

For more information, see http://alma.anu.edu.au, email canberraalma@gmail.com or phone Mandy on 0408 089 235

5. MEET A LANGUAGE GRAN  
Do your children have grandparents living locally who can share their knowledge and experience of their languages and cultures with you and your children? 

The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance has received funding under the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grants program to hold a fun social event to bring together seniors who speak languages other than English in the ACT area with families who are raising children bilingually or would like them to know more about their heritage and/or other community languages and cultures. 
Do you know of seniors or a senior group, club or organization that would like to be involved? We are envisaging that seniors could share a particular skill (perhaps related to art, craft, music or cooking) or just chat to families over a relaxing afternoon tea. 
Suggestions for a suitable venue are also welcome. The event will be held in early 2012. 
If you have any ideas or would like to be involved in planning for this activity, please contact us at canberrabilingual@gmail.com or 0408 089 235.
6. LANGFEST 
Sunday 27 November to Friday 9 December 2011

A number of national and international experts on all areas of languages description, study, learning and teaching will be in Canberra for an impressive series of conferences, workshops, and talks connected to his event at the University of Canberra and the ANU.
Of particular interest might be the mini conference on Languages Education on Saturday morning 3 December.  This offers a chance for local teachers and others involved in language education a chance to hear some of the key presenters from the joint conference of the Applied Linguistics Associations of Australia (ALAA) and New Zealand (ALANZ).

There will also be a panel discussion on bilingual education as part of the ALAA/ALANZ conference.  This will consider where bilingual education “fits” (or doesn’t) within school systems, national and state language education policies, and – in the Australian context -- the new national Australian Curriculum. 
The discussion will include perspectives on Aboriginal language programs in Australia, Maori-medium education in New Zealand, and other types of bilingual and immersion programs in Australia and overseas. This panel discussion MAY be open to the public – ACTBEA will keep you posted on this  

Have a look at http://law.anu.edu.au/coast/events/langfest/conference.htm for more information about Langfest, including details of the keynote and plenary speakers, and a list of presentations for the Applied Linguistics and Linguistics Conferences. Note Early Bird registration for some events ends 30 SEPTEMBER!
7. BILINGUAL WORK – A SKILLED OCCUPATION 
Wednesday 9 November, Pilgrim House, 69 Northbourne Ave, Canberra 

· Seminar, 9.30am-12.30pm on the utilisation of bilingual workers. 

Target audience: employers or coordinators of people who are bilingual, and other interested people from culturally and linguistically diverse communities

· Workshop, 1.30-4.30pm to introduce bilingual work 

Target audience: bilingual persons interested in working or volunteering in community services 

Both events are free. 
For more information contact Roberto Corrielli on 6205 4794 or ACTHealthCPP@act.gov.au or Jan Properjohn on 6205 1302 or ACTHealthPICAC@act.gov.au or 
8. THE FUTURE OF COMMUNITY INTERPRETING SERVICES IN THE ACT REGION

Thursday 10 November, 9.30am-3.30pm, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic.
A forum to look at the demand for community interpreters in the ACT and Region and ways in which this demand can be met, e.g. with local training programs.  There will be a range of local and interstate speakers.

Anyone interested in attending, helping organise the forum or possibly being a speaker should contact Ailsa Turrell on 02-6296-4321 or email ailsat@netspeed.com.au
B. ONLINE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

9. MULTILINGUAL LIVING NEWSLETTER 

Do you subscribe to this free resource?  The latest newsletter has links to tips and suggestions about teaching children to read in more than one language and a discussion about which languages to choose if you have three languages in the family. It also has links to discussions on the Multilingual Living Forum which include: 

· A Non-native speaker struggling to keep up with a toddler's language learning 

· Tips for parents when the home language differs from the community language 

· Spanish, Portuguese and general language resource tips 
· No resources around for my language! 

· How to encourage my child to speak his second language 

See http://www.multilingualliving.com/ for more information. 

10. RECENT RESEARCH ABOUT YOUNG CHILDREN AND LANGUAGES 
a) Babies learning languages

Hear Professor Patricia Kuhl share astonishing findings about how babies learn one language over another, by listening to the humans around them and "taking statistics" on the sounds they need to know. Clever lab experiments (and brain scans) show how 6-month-old babies use sophisticated reasoning to understand their world.

 http://www.ted.com/talks/patricia_kuhl_the_linguistic_genius_of_babies.html
b) The fabulous bilingual brain: 
Three leading psycholinguists speak to Natasha Mitchell about their research on ABC radio’s ‘All in the Mind’ program: http://www.abc.net.au/rn/allinthemind/stories/2011/3164263.htm  

c) Australian data showing the advantages of bilingualism 

A recent survey of 97.5 per cent of the five-year-old population of Australia found that children who are proficient in English and speak another language at home are less likely to be developmentally vulnerable on most of the Australian Early Development Index AEDI domains compared to all other children. 

For details (and some fascinating data about which languages are spoken in Australian families today) see 
http://video.wch.org.au/aedi/National_Report-March_2011_Reissue_final.pdf
FEEDBACK ON THESE ACTBEA UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME.

Copies of previous Updates can be downloaded from the ACTBEA website at http://actbilingual.weebly.com
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