Update for ACT Bilingual Families
September 2010
1. Upcoming events
a) Sunday 19 September 10am-5pm Eid al-Fitr Festival 

Bring the family to an interfaith whole of community event to celebrate the end of the Islamic month of Ramadan. The festival features craft and food stalls, musical performances, and fun activities for children including donkey rides, animal petting farm, reptile show, face painting, amusement rides, and jumping castle.

Where? Commonwealth Place - a lovely grassy area between Questacon and the High Court of Australia.  
For more information about the festival call Diana on 0410644 595
The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance will have an information stall promoting the benefits of bilingualism and opportunities for learning languages in the Canberra region.  Come along and say hello to us!!

b) German Playschool Experience in October 2010 school holidays
A great chance for 2-4 year-old children to experience a week of playschool style immersion in the German language, with songs, dances, crafts, stories, games and lots of fun.

No previous German necessary.

Parents are welcome to stay, or leave their child for some (or all) of the time, and enjoy some personal time!

Dates:  Tuesday 5 October - Friday 9 October, 2010  Time: 9:30am to 12:00pm

Where: German Australian Playschool, 5 Masson Street in Turner, ACT

Cost: $95 for the week, per child.

For more information or to enrol your child email spielwelt@homemail.com.au or ring Lisa on 6251 7743.

c) ACTBEA ‘Languages Potluck’ 11am-2pm Sunday 31 October 2010
As foreshadowed in the June Bilingual Families note, we are holding this event in October to make it part of ACT Children’s Week 2010.
Bring along your favourite food to share with others and sample the dishes of families from other cultural backgrounds.  Free fun activities organised for children.

Where?  Function Room, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, 2nd Floor, North Building,
180 London Circuit, Canberra City
For more details or to book please email canberrabilingual@gmail.com or phone Giuliana on 0414 269 335 

2. ideas and offers of help from Spielwelt (organiser of the German Australian Playschool, playgroups and Scout group).

a) Spielwelt is happy to include details of other bilingual groups in the ACT area on its new super-improved website. Please check www.spielwelt.org.au to see if your group is listed and if details are correct; contact spielwelt@homemail.com.au for any amendments or to add your group.
b) The German Australian Pfadfinder scout group is happy to help others interested in starting a similar language-based scout group. Spielwelt has found that scouting offers incredible possibilities for kids to keep up their LOTE at home as it helps associate it with something FUN... not just fun, but REALLY REALLY FUN!! It gives kids a peer group who speak the language and a supportive group of adults around who also speak it. The leaders have also got a lot out of the experience.
c) Spielwelt also recommends an e-book which is an excellent resource to help a non-LOTE speaking parent in a family to support their child's learning in everyday life. The book is in German but the author is happy to let groups translate and publish it in other languages. Contact spielwelt@homemail.com.au for more information or email Alphabet Garten on smueller@alphabet-garten.com 

3.  Let our politicians know what you think about bilingual education 

There was a lengthy discussion about languages education in the ACT Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 25 August (the full text of this can be seen on pages 3851-3865 at www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2010/pdfs/P100825.pdf). 

Following agreement that immersion programs offered an effective path for young Australians to become proficient in another language, Mr Barr, the ACT Minister for Education, said that the ACT government would examine the viability of establishing additional bilingual programs in Canberra schools and that “a key indicator will be parent and student demand for further immersion programs” (Hansard page 3861). This sounds like a good invitation for you – parents and students – to make your voices heard!!
Other interesting things that were said in the Assembly were that language learning is most effective in the early years and that a “unique feature of public education in the ACT” is that from 2011 “students will be able to begin a language in kindergarten and continue this same language all the way through to year 12” (p3860).  

We will be discussing how best to follow up the issues raised in the Assembly discussion at the next ACTBEA meeting on Tuesday 14th September at 7 pm.  All are welcome to attend. We will be meeting at the University of Canberra in Bruce.  
Please contact Marina on 6201 2483 (BH), 0412 810 290 (mobile) or email Marina.Houston@canberra.edu.au if you would like to come to the meeting or if you have ideas for group or individual action. 
