ACT Bilingual Alliance Update -   October 2010

1. FOLLOW UP TO Bilingual education Discussion in the ACT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
a) The discussion led to a flurry of articles in the Canberra Chronicle on 7, 14 and 28 September. Copies of these can be seen on our website at http://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html 
b) Several Alliance members have emailed Andrew Barr to follow up the points he made, and copied this to other MLAs who spoke in the Assembly about bilingual education. The responses one Alliance member has received are given below for information.

Response from Mary Porter, Member for Ginninderra 

Thank you for copying me into your email to Mr Barr, in relation to bilingual education. My daughter-in-law teaches German to primary school children in the public system in a school in Brisbane. I am pleased to be able to say that her son, Jack, my grandson, is lucky enough to be growing up in a bilingual household, with a German speaking mother and an English speaking father, (my son). Jack also has a Spanish speaking day-care child carer and is already starting to speak some Spanish as well. 

My daughter's oldest son attends a French immersion School in Brisbane. Last week I was fortunate to be able to officially open the Australian Society of Indonesian Language Educators Conference at ADFA, on behalf of the Chief Minister. We are fortunate to have a strong diplomatic community here which seems keen to assist the ACT Government with such ventures where possible.

Regarding further possibilities in the ACT, I will continue my conversations with the Minister and I will await developments, 

Kind regards,

Mary.

Response from the Office of Meredith Hunter, ACT Greens Parliamentary Convenor
and Member for Ginninderra
Thank you for copying Meredith into your email to Minister Barr concerning bilingual education in ACT schools. The ACT Greens supported Ms Porter’s motion in August, and have been strong advocates in the Assembly for language education.

Meredith is currently on leave but would be interested to see the response you receive from the Minister, if you would be happy to send it through.

Thank you for bringing this matter to the ACT Greens’ attention.

Regards,

Fiona Walls
  

2.  Story Night in German.  Monday 25 October 6pm - 7.15pm  
Three stories, three German story tellers, one enchanting evening for children 1-10 yrs.
Bring the kids in their pyjamas, and join Spielwelt (German Parents Association Inc) at the German Australian Playschool / Pfadfinder Scout Hall (Scout Hall in Haig Park, Masson Street in Turner) 
Sausage sizzle from 6pm to 6:30pm; popcorn and stories from 6:30 to 7:15pm
Friends and family welcome.  Suitable for non-German speaking members of the family too, as there are pictures and animation to accompany the text.
Entry is free; gold coin donations for food please
More info from Lisa at spielwelt@homemail.com.au or 6251 7743 
A poster advertising this event can be downloaded from http://actbilingual.weebly.com/events.html   

3. New language programs for young children

a) Learning Filipino together
A Filipino language and culture course for children ages 3 to 10 years old held on Saturday mornings during school terms 11:00am-12:00noon at Palmerston Community Centre (adjacent to shops) Tiptree Crescent, Palmerston
Term 4 now open for enrolment!   Class begin Saturday 16 October 2010

For more information: Email canberra.filipino@gmail.com, phone 0450 263 468 or visit http://canberra-filipino.weebly.com/
b) ‘Mandarin for Fun’ learning group, Kippax Place, Holt  
Open to families from any background, the group aims to teach both children (from 18 months – 5 years) and their carers so that both can go back home and practice. Tuesdays 9:30am to 11:30am.  

For more information contact: mandarinforfun@gmail.com or phone Lucia on 0410 981 788.  
The German Australian Playschool (in Turner, ACT) is now assembling its class lists and hiring for 2011.  
4. German AUSTRALIAN Playschool
a) Enrolments for 2011

Do you have (or know) a child who will be 3-5 years old in 2011?  The community run German Australian Playschool (GAP) in Turner invites you to join the fun. More info about session times and prices under "Playschool" on the Spielwelt website:  www.spielwelt.org.au 
Email spielwelt@homemail.com.au to advise which sessions you would like to be considered for, or to arrange a check-it-out visit (a "Schnuppertag"!)  Places are limited, so email soon.
b) Another friendly teacher wanted to work with the teaching team at the German-language playschool.  Wednesday to Fridays in Turner, ACT.  19.5 hours, plus 6 hours paid prep time, per week.  Start Feb 2011.  
Early Childhood Education qualification preferred, or Diploma in Children’s Services a minimum.  Must speak excellent German, and love working with children.  
For more info see www.spielwelt.org.au   Apply or enquire now by emailing spielwelt@homemail.com.au  or ringing 6251 7743.
5. Language stall at the National Multicultural Festival 
(Friday 11 February to Sunday 13 February 2011).

The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance will again work with the ACT Ethnic Schools Association to have a stall at the National Multicultural Festival in February 2011. We are applying for a stall on both the Saturday (Food and Dance Spectacular) and the Sunday (Contact Canberra, Greek Glendi, Chinese New Year and India in the City) in 2011. If successful, this should allow us to get the message about why, where and how to learn languages to a wider audience.

If you can volunteer an hour or so of your time to help staff the information stall on these days, please contact Marina on canberrabilingual@gmail.com  Being on the stall is also an excellent way to publicise your own particular language interest or program.  
We are also keen to display as wide a range as possible of information about language programs and services in the ACT area – including English. We normally get a huge range of enquiries about adult and children’s programs in a variety of languages. Please contact Marina Houston at the email above if you have pamphlets or leaflets you would like us to display.   

6. ACT Ethnic Schools Association in dispute with ACT Department over funding  

The Chronicle ran a front page story on this on Tuesday 5 October 2010.  A copy can be downloaded from http://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html
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